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The President's Page

Dear 82nd Family:

As we still wonder about another year with the COVID-19 virus
and the uncertainty of the following months, the Executive
Committee is in continuous discussion about our next reunion. The
Parliman’s and Powell's are still involved with the planning and are
looking at late spring or early summer of 2022. By this fall or early
January 2022 I hope we should have a handle on this virus and will
be able to make a decision that we all can travel and gather
together safely.

We are still discussing the future of the 82nd FGA. After 40 years
plus of reunions, loss of original members, health and other life
events, this reunion may be our last as a formal organization. Our
reunion hosts are currently looking at the P38 National Museum at
March Air Reserve Base in Riverside, CA as well as other options
for 2022.. We will keep you informed and involved as everything
develops.

I have appointed Bruce Loewenberg as FGA Historian. Bruce is
active with other WWII historic organizations. He has a newspaper
article that appears in this issue. Jerry Martin is continuously
updating our website as new photos and information become
available. www.82ndfightergroup.org John Parliman is doing the
same through the newsletter and our group Facebook page.
Together, they will continue to keep you informed about the FGA
and related areas of interest.

Adorimini,
Lowell

http://www.82ndfightergroup.org/


Treasurer's Report
82nd FGA FINANCIAL STATEMENT

July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020

Beginning Balance: $3,435.81
Receipts:
Donations $100.00
Dues_2019 $150.00
Dues_2020 $100.00
Reunion 2019 $7,214.13
Total Receipts $7,564.13

Payments:
Newsletter ($55.98)
Reunion 2019 ($6,671.34)
Reunion 2020 ($440.00)
Website Hosting ($120.00)
Total Payments ($7,287.32)
Ending Balance: $3,712.62

Respectfully Submitted,

Marc Buonaguidi,Treasurer

NOTE: Balance as of 3/5/2021: $5,597.46.

Dues reminders for 2021 are being sent out.

Keeping in Touch
Fran Kane sent a nice email and followed it with a picture of your editor and John. She also
sent a copy of 'End Game' written by Lobo Blanco (aka John Cox 96th). End Game is about
the last days of the Luftwaffe during WWII. His two other works are Balkan Thunder and The
Pilot. They are short reads that, though fiction, give a first hand perspective based on his
experience through his characters.
Nancy Manduano tells us Covid has been very hard on her family with Olen in isolation. She
says Olen would appreciate any correspondance from the FGA family - email, texts, notes -
which they read to Olen when he can't read them on his own. Nancy thanks you all for your
thoughts, love and prayers. (c/o Nancy at 1015 E 19th St, Tulsa, OK 74120)
Steve Blake, former FGA historian and co-author of 'Adorimini', has written a new book,
'Lightning Strikes, The Lockheed P-38'. It is filled with the history of the P-38 through
development, testing, and operations, missions and stories of all units and a stunning array of
photos. Available through the P-38 National Association website.



Reunion Update

Hello fellow 82nd Fighter Group members!

First, Steve and I hope everyone is doing well. Just like everyone, the last 12 months has been
challenging, to say the least. Who would have guessed I'd be looking for TP on line? Steve and I
have been in frequent contact with our co-hosts, John and Judy, over the past year. Due to the
pandemic, the four of us decided to postpone the 2020 reunion from September 2020 to June 2021
thinking everything would be up and running by then. Now that we are approaching June 2021, we
realize that the reunion is still not possible. The Air Force Academy is currently under a public health
emergency until May 6, 2021 and there is always the possibility it could be extended. Since going to
the Academy was one of the main reasons we chose Colorado Springs CO for the reunion, it has
been decided to cancel the reunion this year so we can focus on the 2022 reunion.

How does March Field in Riverside California sound for 2022?!! Or maybe one of our Air Force
Heritage Units. The 82nd and 97th are currently at Sheppard AFB in Texas.

It’s been a long time since the wonderful reunion in Dayton Ohio and we are ready to see all of our
82nd FGA friends and family. It saddens us that we won’t be doing a reunion in Colorado Springs
where there are so many wonderful things to do but we’re looking forward to a blow-out reunion in
2022. So, everyone please take care and we’ll keep you posted regarding the next reunion.

Warm wishes,

Peggy Powell

82nd FGA Authors Highlighted

Steve Blake and John Cox are noted on the previous
page.
Dick Butler, son of Richard M Butler 97th, recently
released 'P-38 Odyssey - Farmboy, Pilot, POW' as a
tribute to his dad. The book is filled with photos, mission
reports and stories during WWII. Of particular note is the
depth of information on the history of the Sergeant Pilots
who comprised half of the initial flying personnel of the
82nd.



The Origin of Our Heritage Units
The history of the 82d Operations Group goes back to 13 January 1942, when the War
Department constituted the 82d Pursuit Group (Interceptor).The 82d was activated at Harding
Field, Baton Rouge, Louisiana on 9 February 1942. From February 1942 to 9 September
1945, the primary components of the group were the 95th, 96th and 97th Pursuit (later
Fighter) Squadrons.
At the end of April 1942 when it had sufficient personnel and equipment, the 82d moved to
Muroc Army Air Field, California, and started formation flying and gunnery and bombing
training with Lockheed P-38 Lightning aircraft. Half of the first class of Flying Sergeants
(enlisted pilots) served with the 82d. In May the War Department redesignated the unit as the
82d Fighter Group (Two Engine). The group left California in September and arrived in
Northern Ireland in October where it received additional training. At about the same time, the
Allies launched their invasion of North Africa. By December 1942, Axis forces had repelled the
Allied advance, and the long winter campaign had begun. It was at this time that the 82d
Fighter Group moved to North Africa to serve with the Twelfth Air Force.
When the war in Europe ended in May 1945, the 82d Fighter Group remained in Italy until it
was inactivated on 9 September 1945.

The 97 Pursuit Squadron (Interceptor) on 13 Jan 1942. Activated on 9 Feb 1942.
Redesignated as 97 Pursuit Squadron (I) (Twin Engine) on 22 Apr 1942; 97 Fighter Squadron
(Twin Engine) on 15 May 1942; 97 Fighter Squadron, Two Engine, on 28 Feb 1944.
Inactivated on 9 Sep 1945. Activated on 12 Apr 1947. Redesignated 97 Fighter Squadron,
Single Engine, on 15 Aug 1947. Inactivated on 2 Oct 1949. Redesignated 97 Fighter-
Interceptor Squadron on 13 Nov 1950. Activated on 1 Dec 1950. Inactivated on 8 Jan 1958.
Redesignated 97 Flying Training Squadron on 22 Jun 1972. Activated on 1 Feb 1973.

The 96th Pursuit Squadron, Interceptor, was activated Feb. 9, 1942 at Harding Field, La.,
flying the P-38 "Lightning." The unit moved to Muroc, Calif., then to Glendale, Calif., to begin
training for World War II and was redesignated the 96th Fighter Squadron, Twin Engine, May
15, 1942. The unit deployed to Northern Ireland Oct. 5, 1942 and started flying combat
missions in the European Theater of Operations.
In December 1942, the 96th moved to North Africa and flew combat missions throughout
Algeria and Tunisia in the Mediterranean Theater of Operations. The unit then relocated back
to the European continent flying fighter missions throughout Italy, France, Romania and
Germany. After the war was won, the squadron was deactivated in September 1945.

The 95th Fighter Squadron (95 FS) first saw service flying the original twin-tailed fighter, the
P-38 Lightning, serving in both North Africa and Italy. At the end of World War II, the 95th
tallied more than 400 total victories including 199 air-to-air kills and seven aces.
The 95th Fighter Squadron (95 FS) is part of the 325th Fighter Wing at Tyndall Air Force
Base, Florida. It is a combat-coded squadron, flying the F-22 Raptor. Until its most recent
inactivation in 2010, it conducted advanced fighter training for the F-15 Eagle.

Editor note: The above information is taken from each group's website. Complete and
fascinating histories are on their respective websites.





Editor's Note
I am very pleased that Bruce Loewenberg has agreed to expand his National WWII Museum
Liaison position to that of 82nd FGA Historian . Not only does Bruce have connections to WWII
history organizations but you can also see he has great research and writing skills. Along with
his new responsibilities, you will be seeing more of his articles in this newsletter and on our
Facebook Group Page.



82ndFighterGroupAssociation
3405CirculoAdorno
Carlsbad,CA92009

Looking forward to Reuniting in 2022

Stay Healthy

Stay Safe

Watch for details

ADORIMINI


